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1917
Centenary Crlehratinns

of the Suoriety of Maru
PROGRAM
Tuesday, October 2.

Foundation Day at Mt. St. John, Dayton, Ohio.
Pontifical High Mass at 9:30 a. m., His Excellency
The Most Rev. John Bonzano, D.D., officiating. Ser-

mon by the Right Rev. Joseph Schrembs, D.D.
Solemn Benediction, 5:00 p. m.
Tuesday, December 11.
College Day at St. Mary College, Dayton, Ohio.
Invitations to this Celebration will be extended to Alumni
and Friends of the College.

His Eminence, James Cardinal

Gibbons and the Most Rev. Henry Moeller, D.D., and other
prominent dignitaries of the Church will be present.

'

THE S. M. C. EXPONENT

= D,

00000000000

o

PSs
90000000,>

o'

20.

N October 2, 1917, the Institute of the Brothers of
Mary will commemorate the hundredth year of its
establishment.
The Society of Mary was founded at Bordeaux, in France, by the Very Reverend William
Joseph Chaminade, Missionary Apostolic and Canon
of the Cathedral of Bordeaux.
This zealous and holy priest was twenty-eight
years old when the French Revolution broke out
in 1789. In the succeeding persecution he was
proscribed by name and commanded to leave
France, but he managed to conceal himself in
Bordeaux and minister in secret to the needs of

the faithful for five years.

_

In 1797, after a few

weeks of illusive peace had drawn him out into
public ministrations of religion, he was summarily deported and made his way to Saragossa, in
Spain.
It was in prayer before the famous shrine of Our Lady of the

Pillar in the basilica of Saragossa that Father Chaminade planned
his mode of apostolate for the youth of France, and a revelation from
heaven confirmed him in his determination to establish an Institute
to carry on the work of Christian education in all its branches.

After three years of exile he returned to Bordeaux in 1800, and
for fifty years, until his death in 1850, he gave himself absolutely and
irrevocably to his chosen work of apostleship. He declined regular
parish work and formed a Sodality for young men and women in a

mission chapel.

The Archbishop of Bordeaux was in complete sym-

pathy with the work of Father. Chaminade and gave him the Church
*This article is a Chapter from a volume by Bro. John E. Garvin, S. M.,
in which the history of the Society of Mary during 100 years is told in a most

interesting manner. Orders will be taken by The Exponent and filled promptly.
Price, $1.50; 300 pages, copiously illustrated.
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‘of the Madeleine in the center of the city as the seat of the mission

and his Sodality of the Blessed Virgin.
:
From this Sodality two religious Societies originated :—the Institute of the Daughters of Mary, in 1816, and the Society of the

Brothers of Mary in 1817.
The Brothers of Mary devoted themselves to the education of
youth, and soon found themselves besieged by applications from all
parts of France for establishments, most of which, of course, it was

impossible to accept. The Institute grew steadily; novitiates were
opened in Bordeaux, in Courtefontaine in the east of France, and in
Alsace at Ebersmunster. From France the Institute spread into

Switzerland, Austria, Germany, Belgium, Italy and Spain.
The Society was introduced into the United States in 1849, dur-

ing the life-time of the Founder, by the Rev. Leo Meyer, one of his
most cherished and faithful disciples. The first school was opened
in Cincinnati, Ohio, and in the following year a colony of Brothers
established a Novitiate, Normal School and College at Dayton, Ohio.

This institution became the central house of the Society of Mary
in the United States.
During the hundred years of its existence, much has been accomplished by the Society of Mary, but little has been said. The
spirit of its saintly Founder was one of silence and humility, of quiet,
unostentatious, but thorough and determined work. ‘The spirit of

Father Chaminade has been faithiully preserved throughout the Society, and in all its institutions.

,

The Sodatity of Bordeaux, as founded by Father Chaminade,
exists to this day. It antedated the famous Sodality of Paris, and
outnumbered it from the very beginning, both in numbers and in the
extent of its affiliations and its various activities. It also surpassed

the Sodality of Paris in the wisdom of its Founder and the prudence
of its management, as demonstrated by subsequent events, and also
in the substantial results gained for religion—and yet the venerable

director of this wonderfully effective means of Catholic apostolate
was content and even happy to remain hidden and comparatively un-

known, and to allow the work to appear entirely as the result of the
zeal and piety of his trusted co-laborers.
Every single work of piety or charity or education conceived

end executed in Bordeaux during the first twenty years of the nineteenth century—the era of reconstruction in religion in France—was

in some way dependent upon the the activity, the wisdom or the initiative of Father Chaminade. Two of the Archbishops of Bordeaux,
Cardinal Andrieu and Cardinal Donnet, have given testimony to this
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effect.

Cardinal Andrieu styled Father Chaminade “the Vincent de

Paul of Bordeaux in the early part of the nineteenth century,” and
Cardinal Donnet testified that after a careful study of that period of
the history of his diocese he had repeatedly encountered the name
of Father Chaminade as founder or superior, or co-operator in every

religious or charitable work that had been commenced after the
Revolution.
True to his spirit, however, once that the work was assured of
success, ‘Father Chaminade was willing to suffer an eclipse, and to
leave the honor to his associates. He was content with the merit in
the eyes of God.

Even in the crowning work of his life, the Society of Liiae! he
preserved the same modesty and humility. In drafting the first Constitution for the approval of the Holy See, he opened with the words:
“The little Society, called the Society of Mary, which offers its feeble
services to the Church * * *.” To the very day of his death he always referred to his Brothers as “the little Society.” During the
thirty-three years in which he governed the Society he avoided pub-

licity as much as he could.

His principle was that more and better

work could be done by silent and intense application and unselfish
devotion, without any of that public agitation and noisy self-assertiveness which even some devoted persons think necessary or advan-

tageous in the service of God.
In his capacity as Founder and first superior of the Society of
Mary, he had important affairs to treat with the Holy See, but he

contented himself with remaining in Bordeaux and directing the Institute from his humble home at the chapel of the Madeleine. ‘His
various offices of responsibility and his position as Founder of the
Society of Mary brought him into frequent and intimate relations

with many dignitaries of the Church, but he never attempted to appear to any advantage to himself, or to presume in his own interest
upon the honor of their acquaintance.

It may be objected that this very laudation of his humility, his
silence, his obscurity, might seem to break the charm and lose the
merit of a hundred years. Silence boasted is silence broken, humil-

ity heralded is humility lost; obscurity revealed is publicity courted.
True indeed, but not for one whose spiritual children have been en-

couraged to solicit for him even the honors of the altar.

There is a

time for silence and a time for speech; “he that humbleth himself

shall be exalted”; and just as the obscurity and silence of the ven-

erated Founder during his life redounded to the glory of God and the
honor of the Church, so likewise will his exaltation at this period, in
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the commemoration of the centenary of the Society of Mary, again
redound to the honor and glory of religion.

History often makes the man, raises him from his native obscurity and projects him into prominence, but in the case of Father
Chaminade, it was the man that made the history, while he himself
remained in oblivion. No manual of history in France mentions the
name of Father Chaminade; his labors were spread all over France
and into foreign lands, while their creator remained unknown. The

Brothers of Mary were found in hundreds of schools and colleges,
and even in the University of France, where for fifty years they administered the famous College Stanislas in Paris, and brought it to
the pinnacle of fame and success; their work was applauded in many
lands, but the records of their origin and their history remained obscure and the name of their Founder unknown.
But at the completion of a hundred years of service for God and

his Church ‘it is meet and just, right and available” for this generation to pause on the threshold of a new century of prospective effort
;
it is well to look back gratefully upon past achievements; it is fair
to look around gratifyingly upon present activities; it is encouraging
to look forward hopefully to the accomplishment of still greater

things for the religious instruction and education of youth.
The celebration.
of a centenary is a commemoration of time past
as well as dededication of time to come. It is at once a prospect and

a retrospect. The past is in God’s hands alone; the future is largely _
in our own. he Society of Mary stands upon the threshold 6f the
second century of her existence, and it is with no weariness in well-

doing, with no sign or semblance of decay that she steps forward
into the new period of her work. With the blessing of God and the
protection of her glorious Patron the Immaculate Mary, the Society
goes forward. “With legitimate pride in her older children, and with
confidence in her younger, she hastens to the goal of her desires.”

The objects that have been assigned to her activity are not of
those that pass away. Religion and Education are co-eval with man,
and are as sister and brother. They must go hand in hand. The
great communion of saints and the communion of scholars have been

the life and the hope of the Church from the very beginning.
The Society of Mary is indeed only one of the many factors in
this double communion; a hundred other organizations are devoting themselves to the same exalted mission, achieved by brothers in

a common cause; but today is her day of,glorification, this year is

her year of jubilee, and she is anxious that friends should share her
joy and help her to make the celebration worthy of the great cause

330

THE S. M. C. EXPONENT

of education in which she is engaged, and worthy of the Church in
whose service she is enrolled.

There is no note of self-satisfaction or self-glorification in this.
year of jubilee. It was not for worldly praise or material advantage
that the labors of the past were undertaken, nor will the labors of

the future be turned away from their high aspirations.

The past is

with God, the iuture is for Him.
It has been said that all great teachers and leaders of mankind

unite in themselves “the convictions of eternity with a knowledge of
\ the times.” Father Chaminade was one of such leaders. His eminent spirit of faith spoke loudly for the convictions of eternity, while
the wisdom and stability of his institutions attest eloquently to his
knowledge of the times. He worked in the light of understanding
as well as in the light of faith, and his spirit of fidelity to duty, single-

ness of purpose, and almost heroic sacrifice were all absorbed in that
most divine of human endeavors, the work of co-operation with God

in the salvation of souls.
This is the light in which the Brothers of Mary still labor; this
is the spirit which still animates them, and here lies the cause of their
strength. They are confident of eternity, and they know the times
in which they live. Both the here and the hereafter are to them

secure if they remain true to their dedication.
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The following story of the First Celebration of the Centenary of the
Society of Mary is taken from the Dayton Evening Herald, Aug. 6..

HE .SOCIETY OF MARY, whose members are
known throughout the United States as the Brothers of Mary, held the first of three centenary celebrations Wednesday. The first centenary celebra‘tion was reserved for the members of the Society
of Mary and bishops and priests of the country.
The third centenary celebration, which will be held
December 11, will be held for the general public.
“Over one hundred bishops and priests from
all parts of the United States took part in the celebration. A number of them arrived on Tuesday,

and early Tuesday all had located at St. Mary
College to take part in the festivities. Two hundred and fifty members of the Society of Mary
from colleges, high schools and parochials of the
eastern and central parts of the United States,
swelled the number participating in the centenary
celebration to fully four hundred.

“The centenary, celebration opened with Pontifical High Mass
at 9 o’clock in the Chapel of the Immaculate Conception at St. Mary

College.

Most Reverend Henry Moeller, D.D., Archbishop of Cin-

cinnati, officiated as celebrant. He was assisted by Right Rev. Monsignor T. C. O’Reilly, D.D., chancelor of the diocese of Cleveland, as
assistant priest; by Rev. Joseph Funk, C. SS. R., of Baltimore, Md.,

and Rey. William D. Hickey, of Cincinnati, as deacons of honor; by
Rey. Albert’
C. Fox, S. J., vice president of St. Xavier College, Cincinnati, Ohio, as deacon of the Pontifical Mass; by Rev. Bernard F.

Kuhlman, D.D., of the National Military Home, as subdeacon of the
Pontifical Mass, and by Rev. William J. Anthony, secretary to Archbishop Moeller, as master of ceremonies. Right Rev. Philip R. McDevitt, D.D., Bishop of Harrisburg, Pa., delivered the centenary sermon at the Pontifical Mass.
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“Under the direction of Brother Thomas Poitras, S. M., the following program was rendered at the Pontifical Mass:

““FRece Sacerdos,’ by Singenberger; ‘Mass in Honor of the Immaculate Conception,’ by Gruber; Offertory, ‘Non Nobis, Domine,’
by Haller and ‘Jubilate Deo,’ by Sengerberger. A select choir, composed of talent of the Brothers of the Society of Mary from the different establishments throughout the United States, rendered the program. Urban Deger, ’04, presided at the organ.
“Dinner was served to the large gathering of fully four hundred
in the commodious dining rooms of Chaminade hall. An orchestra
of 25 pieces, under the direction of Brother Louis Vogt, S. M., and a
festival chorus, under the direction of Brother Matthias Kraus, S. M.,
rendered the following instrumental and vocal program during the
dinner courses:
“March, ‘Le Jubile,’ Haskins, S. M.- orchestra; Chorus, ‘Vivat
Pastor Bonus,’ arranged by M. K., S. M. choir; March, ‘Fellowship,’
Klohr, S. M. orchestra; Chorus, ‘Festival,’ Horn, S. M. choir; ‘Centenary Waltzes,’ Coote, S. M. orchestra; Chorus, ‘Ave Maria,’ Abt,
S. M. choir; March, ‘Jubilee,’ Eckert, S. M. orchestra; Chorus, ‘Motherland,’ Johnston, S. M. choir; ‘America,’ Smith, S. M. orchestra;
March, ‘The Brotherhood,’ Billings, S. M. orchestra.
“In the course of the afternoon the guests of the centenary celebration were given an automobile tour through Hills and Dales, the
National Military Home, the new government aviation field and the
grounds of the Mount St. John Normal School, five miles east of the

city. Unfortunately, the statue of the Founder of the Society ei
Mary, the Very Rev. William Joseph Chaminade, which had been
ordered from Italy, failed to arrive in time for the unveiling ceremonies which were planned for this afternoon on the grounds of
Mount St. John Normal School. On their arrival at Mount St. John
the guests were shown through the normal school and expressed
themselves as being surprised at the complete modern equipment of

this normal school of the Society of Mary.
On their return from Mount St. John Normal School, at the end
of their automobile tour, the guests assisted at benediction of the

Most Blessed Sacrament in the St. Mary College Chapel. Right Rev.
Monsignor T. C, O’Reilly, D. D., of Cleveland, Ohio, officiated as cele-

brant.

He was assisted by Rev. Joseph Wissel, C. SS. R., of Balti-

more, Md., as deacon, and by Rev. Ulrich Regnat, O. S. B., of Covington, Ky., as subdeacon. The following program of music was

rendered:

‘Ecce Panis,’ by Dubois; ‘Ave Maria,’ by Witt; ‘Tantum

Ergo,’ by Ett; and ‘Oremus Pro Pontifice,’ by Singenberger.
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“The first centenary celebration will close Tuesday evening with
an illustrated lecture by Brother Michael Schleich, 5. M., General Inspector of Schools of the Society of Mary, whose headquarters are
in Nivelles, Belgium. Brother Schleich has been visiting the schools
of the Society of Mary in America for the past year, and remained

over for the centenary celebration, before returning to Belgium. The
following program will take place in the College Hall:
“March, ‘Festival, Mendelssohn, S. M. C. orchestra; hymn,

‘Jubilee Hymn to Mary Immaculate,’ Vogt-Hart, S$. M., orchestra
and audience; stereopticon views; violin solo, ‘Mazurka,’ Mlynarski,

Joseph Moosbrugger, ’19; overture, ‘Consecration,’ Keler Bela, S. M.
C. orchestra; stereopticon views; overture, ‘Jubilee, C. M. Weber, S.
M. C. orchestra; march, ‘Grand Processional,’ Hardy, S. M. C. orchestra.
“The first centenary celebration of the Society of Mary gives
every promise of bringing to a close the greatest celebration ever

held at St. Mary college in its history. It recalls the foundation of
the Society of Mary by the Very Rev. William Joseph Chaminade,
after whom Chaminade Hall of St. Mary College has been named.
The Society of Mary after one hundred years of healthy growth has
colleges and schools in France, Austria, Spain, Japan, Hawaiian
Islands, Canada and the United States. The celebration of the centenary of the foundation of the order is being carried out in the
United States on a larger scale than in the European countries, due to
the fact that the present world-war has practically crippled the
schools under the direction of the Brothers of the Society of Mary in
the war zone.
“Many of the guests attending the centenary celebration will remain at St. Mary College for several days. ‘The delegation of two
hundred and fifty members of the Society of Mary who are present

at the celebration will leave for their respective cities in the course
of the next few days.
“Fully two hundred members of the Society of Mary attended

this First Centenary Celebration. Besides these, the following were
among the guests present:
“Most Rev. Henry Moeller, D.D., Archbishop of Cincinnati, O.;
Right Rev. Philip R. McDevitt, D.D., of Harrisburg, Pa.; Right Rev.

Monsignor T. C. O'Reilly, D.D., of Cleveland, O.; Rev. Joseph A.
Funk, C. SS. R., Baltimore, Md.; Rev. Joseph R. Wissel, -C. SS. R.,
Baltimore, Md.; Rev. Joseph C. Lowekamp, C. SS. R., Baltimore,

Md.; Rev. Ilrich Negnat, O. S. B., Covington, Ky.; Rev. Bernard P.
O’Reilly, President of S. M. C.; Rev. Joseph T. Duerstock, St. Mary,
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Cincinnati, O.; Rev. John S. Schopp, St. Augustine, Cincinnati, O.;

Rev. Charles A. Ertel, Wilmington, O.;. Rev. T. Crumley, C. S. C.,
Notre Dame, Ind.;' Rev. John T. Gallagher, Dayton, O.; Rev. Albert
J. Von de Bosch, Hamilton, O.; Rev. Nicholas Schneider, Franklin,

O.; Rev. A. A. Westermann, Cincinnati, O.; Rev. Francis J. Finn,
5S. J; Cincinnati, O:; Rev: Joseph §. Sieber, Dayton, O.; Rev. E: 7.

Mooney, D.D., Cleveland, O.; Rev. Francis P. Kemper, 8. J., Toledo,
O.; Rev. Rudolph Meschenmoser, S. J., Cleveland, O.; Rev. John E.
Flood, Philadelphia, Pa.; William Schmitt, Cincinnati, O.; Rev.
William Anthony, Cincinnati, O.; Rev. John L. Kelly, Dayton, O.;
Rev. Thomas J. Cobey, Piqua, O.; Rev. Emil L. Schaider, Canal Fulton, O.; Rev. Nicholas Pfeil, Cleveland, O.; Rev. Henry Stich, Dayton, O.; Rev. John M. Sailer, Dayton, O.; Rev. Martin T. Molloy,
Loveland, O.; Rev. Denis M. Halpin, Chillicothe, O.; Rev. L. Yeske,
Mt. St. John; Bro. George N. Sauer, Dayton, O.; Rev. L. Beck, Dayton, O.; Bro. John A. Waldron, Clayton, Mo.; Bro. Michael Schleich,
Nivelles, Belgium; Very Rev. George Meyer, S. M., Mt. St. John;
Rev. Wm. D. Hickey, Cincinnati, O.; Very Rev. L. A. Tragesser,
>; M.,: Clayton, Mo.; Rev: Albert C, Fox, S$. J., Cincinnati, ‘O.; Rev:
John H. Metzdorf, Springfield, C.; Rev. O. W. Gerhardus, Hamilton,
O.; Rev. Walter C. Tredtin, S. M., Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. Fred M.
Schneider, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Bro. Louis H. Bornhorn, S. M., Hamilton, O.;. Rev. John W. Mayerhoefer, Hamilton, O.; Rev. Jerome E.
Bartel, Lebanon, O.; Rev. John B. Frohmiller, Dayton, Cie: Rey:
Joseph Kassman, Dayton, O.; Herman Janning, Dayton, O.; Rev.
B. F. Kuhlman, D.D., Dayton, O.; Hon. H. L. Ferneding, Dayton,
O.; Joseph Gruessenmeyer, Waldron, Ind.; Joseph Beyer, Waldron,

Ind.; Rev. John F. Cogan, Piqua, O.; C. J. Ferneding, Dayton, O.;
Bro. John E. Garvin, S$. M., Mt. St. John; Rev. Joseph A. Tetzlaff, S.
-M., Vice President S.-M. C.; Rev. Clement Wulf, S. M.; Dayton, O.;
Rev. George J. Maverhoefer, Hamilton, O.; Rev. Aloys Storck; Rev.
Francis Kunnecke, S$. M., Dayton, O.: Rev. John Rauscher, Dayton,

O.; Rev. Aloys Schratz, $. M., Dayton, O.; Rev. Maurice Diekamp,
Hawaii, H. T.; Rev. Villa Senior, Mexico City, Mexico.”
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Ricut Rev. Puiwie R. McDevrrr, D. D.
Bishop of Harrisburg, Pa.
ITHIN the city of Paris, during more than four
centuries, there stood a fortress which symbo!ized for the people of Paris, tyranny, injustice and
oppression. On a momerable fourteenth of July,
seventeen-eighty-nine, a mob attacked this hateful
reminder of autocratic authority and razed it to the
ground. The day of the destruction of the Bastile
marked the beginning of an uprising, designated,
without qualification, by the distinctive and expressive name, “The Revolution,’ which wrecked the
social, political and religious institutions of centuries, and sby its principles and consequences
affected profoundly the subsequent history of humanity. Various and contradictory views are taken
of the French Revolution. It has called forth unmeasured condemnation as well as_ enthusiastic
approval. The Revolution, is the estimate of a
great English publicist, John Morley, “emphatically
belongs to the class of great religious and moral movements.” It was
“A New Gospel,” and Rousseau was its spiritual Father. Hume, Rousseau, and Diderot were “the fathers of the new church,” and ‘“Condorcet, Mirabeau and Robespierre, its fiery Apostles.” Robespierre
was “the great preacher of the Declaration of the Rights of man.” (1)
On the other hand, another English author, W. S. Lilly, not
less distinguished than the eloquent apologist of the Reign of Terror,

says:

“The achievements of the French Revolution may be divided

into two classes: the destructive and the constructive. Certainly its
power for destruction is without parallel in the world’s history. (2)

Again, Mr. Lilly says:

“If the progress of society, the advance of

freedom in a nation is to be measured by the increasing development
(1) John Morley quoted by W. S. Lilly in a “Century of Revolution,”
63.
(2). > T bidaip. 606.
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and exercise, on the whole, of individual powers on contributing to
social good, what progress has society, what advance has freedom
made in France during a century of Revolution?” (1)
Wherein lies the precise and whole truth between these two dif-

ferent judgments, it is difficult to say. Nevertheless, far apart as these
two opinions seem to be, they stand on the common ground, hatred
of Christianity, especially as manifested in the Catholic Church,
which characterized the unparalleled. revolt against conditions as
they were in France at the close of the eighteenth century. Indeed,
among the cherished aims of “The Revolution” not one was pursued
with more brutal determination than that of destroying, root and
branch, the Catholic Church in France. Ample proof can be adduced
to support this truth. An historian who boldly declares that, “historically and logically, theologically also, those who affirm a necessary antagonism between the Republic and the Church are in error,”
nevertheless describes the iniquities and the unspeakable crimes of
1798 in the following language: “The most extreme measures were
proposed and many of them carried through with what one may call
a creative audacity. The calendar itself was changed, the week itself
was abolished, the months renamed and readjusted. Such an act
sufficiently symbolizes. the mental attitude of the Revolutionaries.
They were determined upon a new earth. There went with this, the
last and most violent attack upon what was believed to be the last
remnants of Catholicism in the country, a hideous persecution of the
priesthood, in which an uncounted number of priests died under the
rigors of transportation or of violence.” (2)
The explanation of this insane and diabolical hatred of the Church
of God is not within the scope of my remarks today. My honorable
task is to give expression to the thoughts suggested by the onehundredth anniversary of the establishment of an institution which
came into existence after the Revolution had spent its fury. If I speak

of The Revolution, I do so because it is impossible to understand, or
to interpret or to appreciate the significance of the joyous centenary
we are celebrating today without reference to that mighty movement

which “shook to the foundation the political order throughout Europe, and which aspired everywhere to remake human society in its
own image and likeness.”
One of the first acts of The Revolution was the so-called Civil
Constitution of the Clergy. A feature of the Civil Constitution was
Cle
(2)

ibid. 0. eas.
Hilaire Belloc, ‘““The French Revolution,” pp. 140 and 222.
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at First Celebration of Centenary of the Society of Mary

RIGHT REVEREND PHILIP R. McDEVITT, D.D.,
Bishop of Harrisburg, Pa.,
who delivered the Centenary Sermon on the occasion of the

First Celebration of the Centenary of the Society of Mary
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the Civic Oath demanded of the priests of the Catholic Church.

Neither priest nor layman could take this oath without being guilty
of treason to God and to the Church. Refusal to take the oath brought
banishment from France.
Among the heroic priests who refused to subscribe to the oath,
and who in addition publicly defended his conduct, was William
Joseph Chaminade, not quite thirty years of age, and living at the
time near the City of Bordeaux. Sentence of banishment was pro-

nounced against Father Chaminade, who, instead of leaving France,
quietly and courageously took up his residence in the City of Bordeaux itself. He did so because he wished to be near and minister
to the faithful, now that a persecution, not unlike that which was
visited upon the early Christians, was about to burst upon France.
The risks this confessor of the faith took by his decision, the
dangers he encountered, the methods he used to avoid detection, his

escapes from his enemies, make a thrilling story, more like a romantic
tale than authentic history. Courage, zeal, prudence, daring, love of
God, love of the faithful and love of Church were the virtues which
Father Chaminade manifested in his heroic efforts to keep alive the
Catholic faith and to bring the consolations of religion to those who
were in danger. After four years, in seventeen ninety-five, respite
came to the Catholic Church in France. A measure of freedom was
accorded for the practice of religion. Father Chaminade, who had
done valiant service during the days of persecution, now came forth
from his hiding places to work in a wider field of activity.
But alas, hardly a year of peace had passed before the dominant
leaders of The Revolution renewed their attacks upon religion and
proscribed its ministers. Again Father Chaminade resumed his life
of danger, paying no attention to the decrees of banishment. “Once
more,” says his biographer, “he had to say his Mass in hidden recesses to bring the sacraments to the sick in defiance of the prying
eyes of the Revolutionary agents, to preach the word of God behind
closed doors and in private houses. More specifically, however, did
he devote himself at this period to the care of young people, an apos-

tolate he had begun during the Reign of Terror.” (1) Finally, the
day came when he wisely and prudently determined to leave France.
In 1797 he retired into Spain. For three years he remained in exile.
In those memorable years the plans of his future career were
matured. Ever afterwards he spoke and acted like one who had
reached his decision as to his life work, in no ordinary way. There
(1)

Rosseau, “William Joseph Chaminade,” p. 50.
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is little doubt that the benign Mother, whose love possessed his soul,
whose honor brought into play his mightiest efforts, and whose sweet
countenance looks down in affectionate tenderness upon his sons
and daughters, outlined the mission which in God’s Providence he
was to carry on.

It would be interesting and edifying to go over in detail the life

of Father Chaminade from the beginning of The Revolution in 1789
until thirty years later. It is sufficient to say that the fruition of these
years of preparation came in 1817, when was organized the religious

society known to the world as The Brothers of Mary. The new Community, as is the rule in all of God’s works, had its trials, sufferings
and crosses, both from within and from without. Nevertheless it
grew under God’s blessing. It spread through Europe; it crossed
over to Africa and to Asia; and in the vear 1849, while the founder
was still alive, it sailed over the broad waters of the Atlantic to continue in this true Republic of the new World the glorious apostolate
of Catholic education.
The man who brought this splendid Society into being possessed,
in an eminent degree, the traits of character without which no enterprise of the first class can be accomplished. His was a broad sympathy for every undertaking that looked to the welfare of humanity.
His was a bold defiance of traditions in carrying out the remedies for
the evils of his day. His was a wise adaptation of plans to the times,

just as he found them.

As he dealt with facts, he gave little heed to

theories, which, though in themselves admirable, did not solve the
problems before him. His was an unbounded faith, at a time when
only men of sterling faith and strong hope could peer into the future
and see beyond the darkness and the horror of the Reign of Terror
the certain fulfillment of the Divine promise of the centuries, that the
gates of hell shall not prevail against the Church of the living God.
That faith remained unshaken, even though he heard proclaimed on
all sides the absolute conviction, that the Church which had with-

stood the storms of centuries, was now at last at the point of extinction. “No contemporary parallel in our strange and rapidly changing times,’ says Hilaire Belloc, “corresponds to the fixed certitude
which pervaded the whole of the end of the eighteenth century that

the Catholic faith was dead.” (1)
How well founded was the confidence of Father Chaminade, the
history of the past one hundred years leaves no doubt.

As a matter

of historic fact, no better illustration can be adduced of God’s Provi(1)

“The French Revolution,” p. 61.

Ibid. p. 139.
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dence in drawing good out ofevil, and of the inevitable failure of
man’s basely conceived purposes, than The French Revolution. Within a generation of the time when the enemies of the Church boasted
that Christianity was on its death-bed, “that the Catholic Church was
a moribund superstition,” some of the greatest forces that had sprung
out of Christianity in modern days began their beneficent careers.
How many religious orders were founded in those early days of the
nineteenth ‘century! How many were re-charged with a new and
vigorous vitality of the despotism, which, masquerading under the
banner of liberty, fraternity and equality, violated with barbarous
audacity every principle of justice, right and liberty!

Today the Catholic Church in England and America is greater
and stronger because of the French refugees who sought the hospitable shores. It has been said of one of the greatest institutions of
learning in America, that it “is a by-product of the French Revolu-

tion.”

The same might be said of countless other works of religion,

charity,.and education, which minister now. to the Catholic people

of the United States.
The atheistic oligarchies of today, which make anti-religion their
god, which “inaugurate liberty by decrees of persecution,” which im-

pose a system of education upon a people, “grounded in atheism and
avowedly designed to produce a nation of atheists,’ which proclaim

war upon Christianity and especially upon the Catholic Church, might
study with profit The French Revolution and learn that “religious
liberty is the most sacred attribute of human personality, is of the
essence of the principles for which Christ died’’; (1) and above all

learn that “the Catholic Church is an organism and an institution
quite unlike any other. It fructifies and expands immediately under
the touch of a lethal weapon; it has at its very roots the conception
that material prosperity is stifling to it——poverty and misfortune,
nutritious.” (2)
.
But the characteristic virtue of Father Chaminade were seen in
his apostolate among the youth of France and in his zeal for education. His interest in these two fields of labor was quickened by the
conviction, akin to divine faith, that preventive measures rather than

curative remedies assure the richest harvest of souls; that religion
and education, the one, the life-giving principle of the other, are the

basis of all true culture, civilization, progress and happiness.

It is

fitting on this joyous occasion to emphasize these two overshadowing activities which for more than fifty years engaged his profound
(1)

W.S. Lilly, “A Century of Revolution,” p. 30.

(2)

Hilaire Belloc, “The Revolution,” p. 241.
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interest, and which command today, in every continent, the generous
services of the Brothers of Mary.

Today in America, as in France at the time of Father Chaminade,
the youth of the country constitute one of the heaviest responsibilities
of the Church. The imperative need for the Church to fulfill this,

her obligation of safe-guarding her juveniles, arises from the fact that
the greatest dangers always encompass a human being in the years
from boyhood to manhood. Total neglect or partial failure in caring

for those who are passing through these crucial years means disaster
to individuals and to society, alike. Father Chaminade carried on
his apostolate with a clear understanding of the special temptations
of those who have cast off the restraints of home, who have lost the
support in right living that is always found in an old and familiar
environment, who have begun to shake themselves free from all authority; and at the same time he thoroughly sympathized with the
hopes and aspirations of those who have looked into the face of the
great world for the first time. By his zeal, energy and wisdom, he

obtained an influence over the youth of France.

He snatched them

from the excesses which would have degraded and ruined them, and
then he fashioned them into models of Christian manhood.

One would like to say that everywhere in the United States the
work that ought to be done for our Catholic youth is being done, but

alas, the simple truth is that our labors in this respect fail to meet
the conditions which are found in every parish the country over. Too
often our youth who leave the Catholic elementary school, pure,
chaste, honest and religious, enter into early manhood with morals
corrupted and sometimes with faith shattered. May not the tragedy
of young lives wrecked and ruined be found in the fact that the same
zeal and wisdom which are bestowed upon the child are not exercised
over the youth,—and hence Catholic education does not produce the
rich and bountiful harvest of piety and virtue which it has a right
to expect in the lives of those whose early years were spent in a

Catholic school.

The first in supplying what is needed will be the

conviction that the adequate care of our Catholic youth is of para-

mount importance for the future of the Catholic body.

The next

step will be the adopting of measures which will. bring into service
not only supernatural, but natural helps, and which will aim primar-

ily at formation of character, and thus do away with the hard necessity of reformation. The times demand not only a consuming zeal
for the youth of our nation, but likewise a, deeper appreciation of
Catholic education, a keener enthusiasm for its progress, and a
readier spirit to make sacrifices for its complete development.
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The supremely important work of the Church in every age is
education. The consciousness of this essential truth has ‘characterized in a marked degree the Church in America for the last one hundred years. In fulfilment of her divine mission to preach the truth
that makes men free, she has covered the land with schools of her
own foundation and establishment, and has thereby the right and

justification to claim that her loyal adherents, under her guidance, are
doing more for popular education in America than any other body of
citizens. There is no idle boasting in this unqualified and dispassionate statement, which will be true in a still higher measure, when the
Church completes every grade of her educational system, from the
elementary school to the university. Hitherto, from necessity and
from the dictates of wisdom, she has concentrated her main energies
upon elementary education. But whilst pursuing this policy she has
not forgotten her responsibility for the right training of all her children, without. distinction of age. With deep convictions she ever

recognizes the truth expressed by one not of her fold, “that a system
of schools should form a ladder from the gutter to the University,
that the highest interests of the Commonwealth demand, the rights
of the individual require, that natural talent should be trained to its

highest development.

“he rich, the powerful, those who move in

exclusive social circles have no monopoly of natural intellectual ability. Ability, executive, literary or inventive, is no respecter of social

conditions.

It may first see the light just as probably in the poorest

tenement as in the most sumptuous mansion.” (1) Today, perhaps,
the need, the wisdom, and the duty of developing her higher schools
transcend her responsibility in regard to her elementary schools. It
is clear to her vision, however, that there is but one way to meet
the obligation that confronts her, namely, to act in conformity with
her unchangeable principles and immemorial practice. She knows

that a higher education which minimizes or eliminates religious teaching is as foreign to her laws as to her divine mission to preach the
truth, that a purely secular or reputed non-sectarian school is fundamentally defective and inadequate to meet the requirements of a

Christian, Catholic training. Since all these things are true, it follows necessarily and logically that the Church must provide schools
of her own that will give all that the secular schools give of learning,
and, over and above this, will inculcate the elevating and preserving

lessons of Catholic truth.
I shall not attempt to give all the reasons that make imperative
(1)

Maxwell, “Educational Review,” Dec., 1912, p. 453.
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the development and perfection of Catholic education. Happily, it
is not necessary to prove either the principles, or the need, or the
power, or the far-reaching influence of Catholic training. Instead of
dwelling upon what is granted without question, let me, in conclusion, offer a few thoughts as to the practical interest which the laity

should take in the support of Catholic educatin.
Catholic education calls for sacrifices.

Its development will de-

mand sacrifices greater than those which have hitherto been made.
But the fear is entertained that. the requisite sacrifices will not be
forthcoming, unless the laity of America realize the plain, simple and
undeniable truth that today the heavier part of the burden for the
support of Catholic education is falling, not upon the shoulders of the
laity, but upon priests, and especially our religious men and women.

The truth should be brought home to the Catholic laity of America
that there are elements in Catholic education which explain the existence and maintenance of Catholic schools, other than the funds which
the Catholic laity bring to their upkeep. Unfortunately, due consid-

eration is rarely given to these varied elements and their proportionate value. Nevertheless, it can be said with all truth that the dominant factor in keeping alive our Catholic educational. institutions is
the self-sacrifice of those men and women who devote their lives to

the high vocation of the Christian teacher, with no other compensation than that which is barely sufficient to clothe them, nourish and

shelter them.

By reason of the inexpensive, but highly trained and

skilled service which Catholic education is able to command in those
who have heard the call of God and the invitation of the Church to

abandon the world and follow the religious life, there is provided
actually and effectively, even if indirectly, an endowment of millions
of dollars——an endowment which bears the principal and “heaviest

part of the burden of Catholic education.
If this subsidy ceased, that is, if the men and women of our re-

ligious communities abandoned their vacation and returned to the
world, our whole educational and charitable work, as far as human
judgment goes, would crumble. There can be no doubt of the utter
hopelessness under present conditions of securing efficient lay ser-

vice as a substitute for that of the religious, if you compare the
amount of money spent in the administration of any Catholic institution, asylum, hospital, school, college or university with the amount

spent in non-Catholic institutions of the same character.
It is doubtful, indeed, whether the vast majority of Catholics

grasp Clearly the significance of the truths I have just spoken. They
have become so accustomed to see Catholic institutions doing their
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work in a quiet and unostentatious manner, that they have lost sight
of the sacrifices, self-denial, rigid economy, and whole-souled consecration to a high calling of a chosen group of men and women who
make Catholic institutions what they are today,—a standing mystery
to those outside the Church. Too many of us fail to note that works

of charity and education among non-Catholics continue because of
the service which money purchases, but that the same kind of works
among Catholics depend, ‘and must depend, in a large degree upon
the life-offering of men and women who consecrate themselves unreservedly to the service of God and the welfare of their fellow-men.
These same Catholics, to repeat what I have already said, familiar
with the sight of our religious, especially the nuns, busy about their
hard work in our asylums, hospitals, and schools, have lost the keen

edge of appreciation of what the life of the religious signifies in the
activities of the Catholic Church in America.

This Jubilee Day of a religious community, which has given an
illustrious example throughout a hundred years of signal service to

Catholic education, bids all right-thinking Catholics to examine candidly, honestly, courageously, and conscientiously their attitude to

the Church’s great educational mission. This happy occasion prompts
us to look and see whether our co-operation in this glorious work
partakes in any degree of the zeal and generosity which shine forth
in the lives of the men and women of our religious communities.
Emerson has said that “Every great institution is the lengthened

shadow of a great man.” ‘The founder of the Brothers of Mary,
though little known to the outside world, was one of the great, but
secret forces whose influence for all that is high and noble has
stamped him as one of humanity’s rich benefactors. The spirit that
animated his deeds, the lofty purpose that possessed his soul, characterize this noble father’s sons, who are today assembled here, and
wherever they are found, to sing his praises, to honor his memory,
and to recall the achievements of a century of faithful labor for Cath-

olic education.
I would voice the congratulations of Bishop, Priest, and Lay-

man, who have come from far and near to participate in this auspicious and joyous celebration of the Brothers of Mary. I would pray
that this faith, hope, and charity, will usher in the dawn of another

century, rich and glorious with notable services for God, for Church,
and for Country.
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“’ A Volume on the Centenary of

the Society of Mary

The following Book Review appeared in “America,” the
Catholic Weekly. The volume should prove interesting to all

who are already acquainted with the Brothers of the Society
of Mary, their colleges, high schools and parochial schools.
Those who are not acquainted with the foundations of the

Society of Mary will find the volume well worth perusing.
—(The Editor.)

THE BOOK REVIEW OF “AMERICA”

HE CENTENARY OF THE BROTHERS OF MARY. By
Brother John E. Garvin, S. M. Illustrated. Mt. St. John
Dayton, Ohio. The Brothers of Mary. $1.50.
On October 2, 1917, the Institute of the Brothers of Mary will
commemorate the one-hundredth year of its foundation. The present
volume is written to mark this important event.

It contains an his-

torical sketch of the founder of the society, the Rev. William Joseph
Chaminade, and an accaunt of the Brothers of Mary in the United

States.

The society was introduced into the United States. during

the lifetime of Father Chaminade, in the year 1849. Father Leo
Meyer was the pioneer of the Congregation in this country, open-

ing the first school in Cincinnati, and in the following year beginning a novitiate, normal school and college at Dayton, Ohio.

Today

in America and the Hawaiian Islands the Society of Mary numbers
420 members, employed in sixty establishments. The Brothers have
under their charge about 18,000 pupils, in six colleges, five high
schools and forty-nine parish schools. The Brothers of Mary were

first called to the United States in the interest of the parish school,
and-it is the parish school that has ever remained their chosen field

of labor. ‘They have acted an important part in the general advancement of Catholic education in this country, and their devotedness
and self-sacrifice have done much in furthering God’s Kingdom. The

story of their labors is well told in this volume of nearly 300 pages.
Goes

THE S. M. C. EXPONENT

ee

J

4 F ather Chaminade the Educator

=a

Wie

JosEPH BERNARD, ‘18

OME had its Philip Neri, Paris had its Frederic Ozanam,
London had its Frederick Faber, but Bordeaux had its

William Joseph Chaminade.

Though little known to the

_ outside world, this priest, hidden away by his own sense

of lowliness, was a powerful factor in the stimulation of the educational, social and moral institutions of the southwestern metropolis
of France. In this present article we wish to consider a few phases
of his educational work, leaving his social activities for future discussion. We do this all the more readily in view of the fact that this
year marks the completion of one century of educational work by

the “Society of Mary.”
Father Chaminade’s life was a chequered one, as must needs
have been the career of any one who passed through the tumultous
days of The French Revolution, and the rapid successions of republic
and kingdoms, with the fall of Napoleon. He was born in 1761 and

died in 1850.

His life stretched from the dying traditions of the

eighteenth century to the awakening sensations of liberty, equality,
and fraternity. The resultant impressions are embodied in the educational institutions which he left as his legacy to the world.

From his earliest years, Father Chaminade showed his predi-

lection for acquiring and imparting knowledge.

Upon the comple-

tion of his studies he launched himself with vigor into,this calling.
His first efforts were begun at Mussidan. But the French Revolution closed this college, and Father Chaminade was forced to seek a

field of activity elsewhere. He sought Bordeaux. And there, in the
midst-of the turmoil and fury of Jacobinism, he evolved those gigantic schemes of educational reconstruction as must needs astonish one
.
by their boldness and originality.
“Youth first”! is the cry of the quack, of the educator, of the philosopher; and the justice and wisdom of this battered adage was evidently before the mind of Father Chaminade.

He, therefore, sur-

rounded himself with budding youths, and- commenced the reconstruction of fallen France.

His early efforts were pitifully rewarded,
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but by dint of labor and infinite patience, they blossomed forth into
works of the most varied and useful character.
In the meantime, while awaiting the opportune moment to com-

mence his own vast designs, he assisted in re-establishing the teaching orders in the south of France, those orders which but a few years
before had been expelled from the country. He saw many of his
brightest hopes prove disappointing, for those on whom he counted
to help him execute his proper work, left him to join the incoming
societies.

Finally, the years 1816 and 1817 dawned, and with them the
realization of the projects maturing for twenty or more years in the

mind of Father Chaminade.

The former year saw the foundation of

the “Institute of the Daughters of Mary,” and the latter witnessed

the beginning of the “Society of Mary.”

In these two institutions

culminated the educational work of a pioneer. Having reviewed these
labors of an apostolic heart, let us now turn to inquire as to the motives or principles that guided him.
Nowhere do we find these guiding thoughts and sentiments better expressed than in the writings that he has left, and particularly,
in those rules which he laid down for the guidance of his followers.
In the Constitution of the Society of Mary we read: “The Society of

Mary teaches only in order to educate.” This brings us to a favorite
principle of Father Chaminade: ‘Two things are comprised in School
Days, Instruction and Education, both necessary, but not necessarily
inclusive of each other. This principle is one very easily lost sight
of in these days of advanced public-school training, with its vocational
plans, its Gary systems, and its what-not of all sorts of quack remedies for evils. Despite the assertions of faddists and extremists, the
man of perception, be it ever so small at that, cannot but see and feel
that knowing what to do is not having the ability to put that knowledge into act. How happy would be our state, if such a condition
did exist! Our evils would vanish, for knowledge would then act;

but (and let us harken to St. Paul) “I see a law in members fighting
against the law of my mind; the spirit Iusteth against the flesh, and
the flesh against the spirit.”

According to Father Chaminade, then, let there be training of

the intellect, yes, and put insistence on this: let there likewise be a
training, a developing of the will. Why be one-sided? Is man’s intellect more important than man himself? We are not constituted

animated thoughts; into our life, likewise, come sentiments, feelings,

and volitions, all with interdependence, yet not so as to drag each
other necessarily in. The Gary advocate, or any other charlatan of
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that type, who clamors for the education of the whole man, and then

deliberately overlooks a part,—the personality, the will, the volitive
entity, if I may so style it,—is committing intellectual suicide, is sidestepping issues. And why? ‘They conflict with petty theories that
have been coddled in their befuddled brains. That’s why and that’s

the all!

,

But to return whence we digressed. Father Chaminade’s teaching reaches a higher plane. It reads as follows: “In the weak frame
of the child, he (the teacher) discerns, respects, and venerates the
very person of Jesus Christ.” Show, if such be possible, as lofty a
conception, as sublime an ideal, as this, in the much-vaunted works
of Herbert, Froebel, Montessori, or any of their kind.

Such sublime

thoughts are possible only to him who is steeped in the true principles of education, to one who considers the child not merely as an
anatomy, but as a vibrant, a God-inspired (I speak not irreverently
)
personality. Such sublime thoughts are possible to him only who is
himself a child of God, not a demagogue, a mere pedagogue.
It is refreshing, thus, to turn from the perusal of tomes of educational philosophy, and to revolve in thought the sayings of a simple soul, but one enlightened and guided by the wisdom of the ages,—
the Catholic Church. But, it is asked, wherein consists the boldness
and originality of Father Chaminade’s works?
Let us review. Prior to his time educational institutions existed,
and good ones, many existing to the present day with undiminished

vigor. But all these were tinged with medieval, and hence feudal,
ideals. Feudalism consisted in subordination, in classification downward. It was a far cry on the course of Roman slavery, and the very
best the times would permit, but not the democratic equality of today. ‘The Church had encouraged it (in as far as it proved more ac-

ceptable than slavery) and then it was foisted on her, and seemed to
become part and parcel of her, though such an idea must be repudiated.

AsI said, therefore, Feudalism, classification downwards, ruled

institutions prior to the time of Father Chaminade. Throughout the
eighteenth century an unrest prevailed as to the wisdom of this

course.

The inquietude grew and grew till it burst forth into the ex-

cesses of The French Revolution. Nevertheless, this period served for
the crystallization of the famous cry: Liberty, Equality, and Frater-

nity.

It failed in itself to carry out this dictum but furnished seri-

ous food for thought to the true uplifters.

Among these may be mentioned Father Chaminade.

He caught

the spirit of the times, the longing of the ages, and embodied it in his
Societies. Such an idea took the staid Christianity of feudal ideals
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by surprise; it needed time and experimentation and proof to substantiate its claims; but tine has amply justified the wisdom of its
originator.
- We have thus seen that Father Chaminade succeeded in a two-

fold project: in the reorganization of educational activities in southern France, by the enunciation and fulfilling of sound educational
theory and fact (viz., education
is superior to instruction and mere
- training) ; and, secondly, he succeeded in uniting the old and the new,
in blending into harmony old.monastic ideals with modern democratic
principles. In a further article we will take up the work of this apos-

tolic man as a social worker.
—=
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To the Very Reverend Father JOSEPH HISS,
Priest, Superior General of the Society of Mary,
on the occasion of the

Centenary of the Society.
Beloved Son,
Health and Apostolic Benediction.
i
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OON it will be one hundred years that the Society of Mary,
of which you have the chief direction, was founded. Nothing, therefore, is more proper than that you and the true
friends of France manifest a holy joy in reviewing the progresss your Institute has made down to the present day, after a humble

beginning. But at the same time it behooves us to observe how, during the same time, that religion, once so downtrodden and almost

annihilated, notably in France, was again raised up by a special providence of God; and also what share that great and remarkable peer,
who founded your Society, had in this religious. awakening.
Excepting the first three centuries of the Christian era, when the
whole world was drenched with the blood of martyrs, the Church

never faced such a crisis as that which loomed up at the close of the
eighteenth century. In fact, an insane philosophy, born of the errors
and crimes of the pretended Reformation, had perverted the minds of

all.

Under its influence such a radical revolution broke out that it

threatened to sap the very foundations of Christian society, first in
France and then successively in every country. The Church beheld

itself deprived of all authority; religion no longer had the guardianship and defense of right, duty and social order.

The ultimate source
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of sovereignty was no longer traced back to God; it lay in the people.
Among all men not only the equality of nature but also that of rights
was proclaimed. Every one was free to act according to his liking
as long as he remained within the law. ‘The law itself derived its
force from the ratification by popular suffrage. To every individual
the liberty was given of thinking and propagating whatever seemed
good to him, especially in matters of religion, provided he injured
no one. Such, in brief, were the principles on which governments

were to be based in the future.
How detrimental these maxims were for the state, when once
disseminated among the masses by blind passions and party spirit,
never appeared more clearly than after they had been the object ofa
solemn declaration. ‘The people who had long been jealous of the

upper classes of the nation, seized the power; from that time on it
was a capital crime for every good citizen to live and even to think
differently than suited the new program of the most depraved men.
Nothing respectable and holy was safe from the excesses to which
an unbridled license gave itself over under the guise of liberty and
justice. Everywhere massacres and destruction were the order of

the day, in order that the last vestiges of Christian France might be
blotted out. As a climax of audacity and frenzy, the cult of the true
God was abolished and was replaced by an infamous worship rendered to the goddess of Reason raised to the altars.. By the very fact
of their excesses and their barbarism, such outbursts did not last
long; it could not be otherwise. A regular government was constituted under a new form and soon divine worship reappeared, without which there is no sure guarantee for the stability of the state.
But in order to give a more solid and durable foundation to public order it was necessary to penetrate deeper, to reach the very vitals
of the peoples and to restore the principles of religion everywhere.
Since, however, it was useless to count on a return of the Old

Regime, it was most urgent, in consequence, to infuse little by little
the Christian spirit into the new institutions. And here we must
admire the wisdom of God. After having allowed France to disregard an entire history of past glory, to the point of renouncing its

traditional heritage of Christian faith for its own misfortune and
the scandal of other nations, God deigned to raise up in the bosom of
this same France some of its children, eminent both for talent and vir-

tue, to repair the evil it had doné or had allowed to be done to itself.
Notably among these must be mentioned your Father and Foun-

der, William Joseph Chaminade.

Already during the Revolution,

when the priests who had not taken the oath to the Civil Constitu-
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tion of the Clergy were exposed to the worst treatment, and when the
least exercise of priestly functions was punishable with death, how
he distinguished himself by his attachment to duty, his zeal to procure the divine glory, and his love for his fellow-men! How aften
did he not risk his life to save the souls of his brethren! Under various disguises he made the rounds of Bordeaux, going from street to
street to bring the Last Sacraments to the dying, to instruct the
ignorant, and to sustain the wavering. We ask ourselves in surprise
how this man, though marked out for the guillotine, with the aid of
innocent stratagems, succeeded in evading his pursuers. It was be.cause, forgetful of himself, he lived only for God and in everything
followed the impulses of the Holy Spirit. At the return of peace,
though hated by the wicked as much as he was esteemed by the good,
he reaped the fruit of his many labors by reconciling with the Church
a number of his fellow-priests who had fallen through weakness of
character.
However, on account of new political troubles, he was obliged to
seek refuge on foreign soil; Saragossa became the place of his exile,

and not without a special design of Providence. There, while assiduously visiting the celebrated Sanctuary of Our Lady, he understood
the designs of divine Goodness on France: it was through Mary that
his country was to be led back to Jesus. Convinced of the important
role that was reserved to himself in the execution of this plan, he
prayed and meditated before the venerated statue. to prepare himslt
for so heavy a burden. In truth, it is not without reason that Mary
bears the title of Queen of Apostles. ‘As formerly, through her help
and counsels as mother she aided and sustained the Apostles, the
educators of the. infant Church, so now, too, we must say that. she

continues unceasingly to assist those that have inherited their ministry in the mature Church, in as far as they have it at heart to extend
its progress or to repair its losses.
Finally, the favorable occasion arrived for William Joseph Cham°

inade to act. In an admirable manner he combined prudence with
zeal and employed all possible means to alleviate the ills of his contemporaries.

‘The experience of the recent crisis had revealed to him

to what a degree the supernatural had disappeared from men’s minds.

Threfore he was careful not to make concessions to the tastes of the
epoch.

Far from preaching a hollow and superficial form of religion,

he applied himself to lead all souls-into the way of perfection, that
treasure brought down from heaven, outside of which it is impossible
to find what constitutes the essence and foundation of evangelical
wisdom.

Indeed, are not these words of our Lord Jesus addressed
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to all: “Be ye perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect?’ He had
also taken into account what influence the religious orders would be
able to exert in the reformation of public morals, both by their good
example and by their works and the assistance of their prayers. But
he perceived that the vows of religion, such as they had been understood until then, were forbidden by modern legislation. Being an
experienced and practical man, he conceived a new mode of association whose members, while keeping the essentials of the evangelical
counsels and leading a common life, would induce other Christians
to draw near to Jesus and to follow in His footsteps. In fact, for him,
ardent as he was in his charity for his neighbor, it was not enough to
preserve a few souls from corruption or to withdraw them therefrom
so as to lead them to an honest life; he unceasingly and with all his
strength endeavored to reach the misguided masses and to lead them
back to the bosom of the Church. With this end in view he carefully
trained for the apostolate all those who put themselves under his

spiritual direction.
In this manner, the Sodality, known as that of Bordeaux, had its
origin, which, by its marvelous system of works, called forth a Christian revival, first in the environs of Bordeaux and then in several
other provinces, It was in truth a veritable seminary for the reconstitution of Catholic France; in its bosom and under the pressure of
new conditions there formed and ripened little by little, under the influence and the auspices of the Immaculate Virgin, the elements of
two Religious Institutes which came successively into being, first that
of the Daughters of Mary and afterwards your own Society. Of this
latter it may justly be said that it is the most remarkable of the initiatives of William Joseph Chaminade; and in its composition as well
as in its organization the prudent foresight of the Founder is accurately displayed. To him it was altogether evident that since the fall
of the Old Regime the people detested whatever reminded them of it
and that they held especially the clergy in suspicion. This deplorable
aberration threatened to compromise the activity of his children; he
thought to ward off this danger by introducing into his Society not
only priests but also laymen, without regard to their social rank, so

that, except for the respect due to the sacerdotal character, they
would all be religious of equal title. Wath the help of God, this institution succeeded very well; within there reigned a close union of reciprocal brotherhood, and without, the combined activity of the mem-

bers of the Society enabled them to reach every category of persons,
without arousing the hostility of any one.

In this manner the Society

Soe
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excellently served the public interests by reanimating the Christian
sense and teaching anew Christian practices. Its means of action
were various, but it devoted itself principally to the education of
youth.
Nevertheless, a time came when some painful misunderstandigs
arose among the children and put the patience of this good father to
a test; the solidity of his virtues was only put into stronger relief and
God seemed to desire to ennoble his work by marking it with His

seal.

Indeed, it is especially since the servant of God has left this

earth that the Society of Mary has increased and been constantly extended in so remarkable a manner that it is easy to recognize therein

a special intervention of God.
With what joy, what gratitude towards the Most High do we
ourselves hail these successes: which have crowned the efforts of
William Joseph Chaminade, this man visibly raised up for the good
of Holy Church! We unite ourselves with you in order earnestly to
entreat the Almighty to extend His protection over all that your
Founder has undertaken and always to further its progress.

To this

end, and that the celebration of the Centenary of your foundation
may excite you the better to serve the cause of religion We intend to
make use of Our Pontifical powers, in the first place to heighten its
splendor, and, then, to obtain for you still more abundantly the infusion of divine favors. ‘This is why, on the occasion of the triduum or
of any other ceremony by which you may solemnize this Centenary,
We desire that all those who visit the churches or chapels of the
Society of Mary-—whether religious, pupils or affiliated members—
may gain a plenary indulgence under the ordinary conditions. ‘This
favor shall extend to the religious Institutes to the creation of which
your Father and Founder has so largely contributed, namely, the
Daughters of Mary of Agen and of Auch, to the Ladies of the Misericorde, as well as to all the persons affliated to these religious families.
As a pledge of heavenly blessings and in testimony of Our

paternal Benevolence, We affectionately impart to you, Our dear Son,
and to all those mentioned above, the Apostolic Benediction.
Given at Rome, near St. Peter’s, on the seventh day of March, in

the third year of Our Pontificate.
BENEDICT XV; Pope.

GUESTS AT FIRST CELEBRATION OF THE CENTENARY OF THE SOCIETY OF MARY

VERY REVEREND JOSEPH H. HISS, S. M.
Superior General of the
Society of Mary

[m
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~ Centenary Ode
SOCIETY OF MARY

1917

[m)

(al

1817

An overweening and presumptuous age,
Aspiring to achieve a brighter page

In the dull-annals of pedantic lore,
Would pierce the golden clouds of faith that soar
Above the hazy mist of human thought;
Dislodge the lights of heaven; and bring to naught
The inner peace, the deeper joy,

That fill the heart but never cloy.
And ever ‘and anon the ancient foe

Of man doth, Proteus-like, his cunning show
And erstwhile hate and malice; still essays
New forms of pride: bids us the hidden ways

To knowledge seek and rise to heights divine;
To break the bonds that all too close confine

The haughty mind, the reckless will,
Free but to work a boundless ill.
But “she shall crush thy head.”

Condemned to feel

The heavy and unyielding pressure of her heel,
Thou’lt not prevail. Her loyal knights shall stand
Beside her chosen captain. From land to land :
They'll wage a war unwonted and unheard,—
Nor shield, nor sword, nor baldric shall they gird,—
A simple faith, a spotless life,

Their only arms amid the strife.
No vain display of pomp or power shall mark
Their round of common tasks; nor to embark
In deeds of high emprise shall they aspire.
In manners gentle, modest in attire,

And unconstrained by garb or titled name,
They place their trust in God alone, and claim
His holy Mother’s grace and prayer,
To make the harvest rich and fair.
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The pride of caste, ambition’s vain appeal,
Shall not confine the ardor of their zeal.

Both youth and age, the lowly and the proud,
Shall claim their eager ministry. The cloud
Of ignorance and sin shall pass. No harm
Or taint shall blight the freshness and the charm
Of artless faith and innocence
Beset by lure of doubt and sense.

From ev’ry race and clime they came, a band
Of pious clients, to pledge with heart and hand,

Love, fealty and service to their Queen.
Vain wealth and riches with their dazzling sheen,
The magic spell and witchery of sense,
The pride of mind and learning’s mere, pretense,—
Each selfish end, each sordid aim,—
They all forswear in Mary’s name.
Beneath the banner of her peerless knight,

Their saintly leader, Chaminade, with light
And gladsome step, in serried ranks they’ll tread.
And faithful to their sacred trust, they'll shed
A brighter luster on her glorious name.
Exalt her godlike attributes, proclaim
Her matchless, stainless, full of grace,—
The crowning glory of her race.

With grateful hearts, O Lord, Thy name we praise,
Who didst, in mercy, Mary’s servant raise

That in an age so impious, proud and vain,
Faith, piety and reverence still might reign;
The worship true and mind and heart and will.
Oh! may his spirit bide among us still :—
His faith, his zeal, his hope serene,

The loving worship of his Queen.
—P. 5%. S. M.
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What Catholics Have Done for U.S.
TL

CHARLES E. Roperts, 718

4

OU cannot be a good Catholic and a good citizen at the
same time.” This is just one of the many slanders with
which forty vile sheets flood the country every week.

Catholics are represented as traitors in the hire of the
Pope, ready to pounce upon their fellow-citizens at his bidding. Catholic churches, schools and colleges are pointed out as arsenals, stacked
with guns and ammunition to be used in the overthrow of this gov-

ernment.

Catholic societies are spotted as Ku Klux clans, and their

meeting places as secret recruiting and drilling stations. The Catholic hierarchy is singled out as a scheming, plotting body of traitors,
yearning to fasten Papal rule upon these free and independent States.
Temporal power is the only goal toward which the Catholic Church

in the United States is striving! ‘The Catholic Church is an enemy of
civil liberty, a menace to our country!
Such accusations, my friends, may well cause you to smile; but,
alas; thousands, yea, millions of ignorant and prejudiced citizens of
these United States believe them. Hundreds of human vultures are
making an easy living by spreading these foul calumnies over the

country, poisoning the minds and embittering the hearts of nonCatholics.

And what have we to answer? How are we to show the

falsity of their charges?
There are two ways in which we can refute these accusations.
One is by appealing to the teaching of the Catholic Church and to the

expressions of her leaders; another is to unfold the glorious record of
Catholic deeds past and present. Now the teaching of the Church
'in regard to the relation between Church and State is clearly enun-

ciated in the words of her Divine Founder: “Render
things that are Caeser’s and to God the things that are
teaching has been repeated, explained and professed by
leaders, from Pope down to parish priest. Leo XIII

to Caesar the
God’s.” ‘This
all her official
insisted upon

this principle in his masterly “Constitution of the Christian State.”

Bishop Carroll of Baltimore in 1797 said: “To the Vicar of Christ we
owe obedience in things purely spiritual.”

Archbishop Spalding of

Baltimore, in 1855, declared: “the obedience we owe to the Pope is
confined entirely to religion and spiritual things.” The Fifth Council
of Baltimore, in 1843, in an official letter to the Pope, explicitly dis\
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avowed all Papal jurisdiction and authority in merely civil matters.

Cardinal O’Connell in 1916 emphatically declared: “We want no
political union of Church and State.” In this present crisis the entire
Catholic hierarchy, representing the whole Catholic body, has loyally
pledged its whole-hearted and unreserved support to our President
and Government. ‘I‘hrough the catechism every Catholic school-child
in the United States is taught not only obedience to, but also reverence for temporal authority, since‘all authority comes from God. The
same is the burden of numberless sermons from every Catholic pulpit
throughout the land.
Turning to history we find a complete vindication of the loy-

alty and patriotism of the Catholic Church. Far more powerful than
the words of her prelates are the lives and actions of Catholics in refuting the slanderers against our Faith. In the mighty tones of a
trumpet.does that unimpeachable witness of the past proclaim the

debt of gratitude which the United States owes to Catholics, for there
has not been a period in the history of this country when Catholics
have not been in the front rank of her defenders,—her saviors, her
upbuilders, -her most loyal and devoted citizens. Aye, even-before

this great nation was conceived, Catholics were on the soil preparing the way. It was the Catholic Columbus who permanently discovered this continent through the aid of the Catholic Queen Isabella

on Juan Perez, a Catholic
of Spain, obtained through the intercessi‘of
priest. The earliest explorers of the New World were Catholic Spaniards and Frenchmen, such as Balboa and Cartier. Our rivers and
valleys, mountains and lakes, prairies and woodlands were first discovered and explored by intrepid Catholic missionaries, who, armed

with naught save crucifix and breviary, penetrated to the very heart
of our land, Christianizing and civilizing the Indians. The names of
Father Marquette, Jogues, Breboeuf, DeSmet, Kino, Margil, Allouez,

Juniperro, Serra, Druillettes, Rale, Hennepin and a host of others,
will ever shine with bright illumined characters on the pages of the
history of this country. It was the Catholic colony of Maryland, under its Catholic patron, Lord Baltimore, that first granted religious

liberty in the colonies and received with open arms the persecuted
Protestants from the Protestant colonies of Massachusetts and Virginia. This religious liberty was not revoked until the Puritans
gained control of the Maryland colony in 1654, repaying with basest

ingratitude the generosity of the Catholics. Dongan, the first Catholic governor of New York, granted, under the name of “Charter of
Liberties,” concessions to the popular will, unheard of till his day.

The salutary and far-reaching influence which it worked upon all sub-
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sequent legislation has been thus elaborately expressed: “To Dongan’s term as governor, can be dated the Magna Charta of American
constitutional liberties.”

Passing on to the first great crisis in American history, the Revolutionary War, we see Catholics again distinguishing .themselves.
Those were dangerous times, my friends, times which made brave
men tremble with fear. A handful of colonists, unorganized and
undisciplined, dared to defy the might and strength of a powerful,

tyrannical England.

The country was iull of spies and Tories; the

outlook was doubtful in the extreme; the penalty of failure was confiscation of property and death. But behold, among the signers of
the Declaration of Independence, we find the name of the Catholic
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, the millionaire colonist, who would
have lost more than any other man in the event of failure. Were it

not for this same Charles Carroll of Carrollton, the only Catholic
member on the war board, Washington might have had no celebration today, for Gates would have been commander-in-chief. When
at Valley Forge, Washington was passing through his Gethsemane,

and a congressional cabal was attempting to deprive him of command, it was the Catholic Charles Carroll of Carrollton, who again
saved him.
:
Whether on sea or on land, the Catholics were the readiest of

the ready in the War for Independence.

The first British warship

was captured by the Catholic Jeremiah O’Brien of Michias, Maine.

The Father of the American Navy was the Catholic Jack Barry, the
ablest seaman of his day, who scorned a bribe of $80,000 with the
assurance of a high position in the British Navy, if he would deliver
up himseli and his ship, the “Effingham,” to Lord Howe. “I have
devoted myself to the cause of my country,” he said, “and not the
value or the command of the whole British fleet could seduce me

from it.”

The first American general to fall upon the field of battle

was the Catholic Montgomery.

Washington’s most trusted and most

efficient aide-de-camp was General Stephen Moylan, a Catholic.
Washington’s private secretary was the fearless Colonel John Fitz-

gerald, a Catholic.
During that terrible winter at Valley Forge, when despair had
almost seized upon the colonial army, it was the Catholic Baron

Steubens, a veteran trained in the army of Frederick the Great, aided
by the brave Catholic Baron de Kalbe, who drilled Washington’s

ragged forces into an army.

History tells us that Robert Morris

collected $55,000 for food and clothing for this army, but it neglects
to tell us that four Catholics of Philadelphia, Delaney, Shay and the
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two Miles brothers, gave the money to Morris. During this, the darkest and most critical period of the war, Catholic Poland gave us her
Casimir, Kosciusko, and Pulaski,—all Catholics. Pulaski commanded
the French and American forces at Savannah, and died fighting for
the cause of American liberty and was buried at sea. Catholic Spain
furnished us large sums of money and provisions. Catholic France
loaned us over $6,000,000, and gave us Lafayette and Rochambeau.
She fitted out the most powerful armament that had put to sea since

the days of the Spanish Armada, and sent it to the aid of the soreoppressed colonies. This fleet, under the Catholic Admiral Count
de Grasse, co-operating with the land force of the Catholic Lafayette,
succeeded in bottling up Cornwallis at Yorktown, and held him
there until Washington had time to unite his army to the 6,000

French troops under the Catholic Rochambeau.

They then concen-

trated their combined forces upon the narrow peninsula, and forced

Cornwallis to surrender. This defeat practically ended the war. The
pleasant task of accepting the sword from the defeated British general was conferred by Washington upon the Catholic General O’Hara.
The great Northwest, comprising today the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and a part of Minnesota was

saved to this country mainly through the influence of Father Gibault,
a Catholic priest. This territory was settled largely by Catholic
Frenchmen, who were doubting whether to-cast their lot with the
Catholic province of Quebec or with the Puritan colonies of New
England. Father Gibault turned the balance in favor of the revolt-

ing colonies, and Colonel George Rogers Clark was enabled to recruit several Catholic regiments from this territory and march triumphantly from village to village, meeting opposition only from the

savage Indians whom Great Britain had armed with guns to massacre the frontier settlers.

The intolerance of New England Puri-

tanism, in which Washington happily had no part, lost Canada proper
to the cause of Independence despite the efforts of the embassy sent

by the Continental Congress to induce Canada to join in the rebellion.

On this embassy the Catholics were represented by the Cath-

olic Charles Carroll of Carrollton and his brother John, then a Jesuit
priest, later, the great Archbishop Carroll of Baltimore.

There were more Catholic soldiers in Washington’s army in proportion to the population than there were of any other religious body.
From the colony of Maryland alone over 8,000 Catholic Revolution-

ary soldiers volunteered their services. You know how Catholic the
Irish are.

Listen then to Lord Mountjoy exclaiming in the British

Parliament:

“You lost America by the Irish”; to Major General
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Robertson testifying in the House of Commons: “I remember General Lee telling me that half the rebel army were from Ireland.” “St.
Patrick” was the countersign which Washington gave on the night
of March 17, 1776, when the British evacuated Boston, and St. Patrick

is a Catholic saint.

The reason given by Benedict Arnold. for turn-

ing traitor was “that Washington had too many damned Papists
around him.”

There is only one man to whom Washington gave especial praise,
and that in the following terms: “Of all the men whose influence

was potent in securing the success of the Revolution, Bishop Carroll
of Baltimore was the man who did the most.” George III, King of
“Our Mother Country” pays him tribute no less flattering!

When

Pitt, the Prime Minister of England, presented the Catholic Emancipation Bill for the signature of George III, he said: “No! no sir!
1 will never sign a bill granting Catholic Emancipation, after the
action taken by the rebel bishop of Baltimore. He had America detached from my dominions by securing the aid of the French army

and navy.” Read George Washington’s farewell address and his answer to the address of the Catholics of those days and you will hear
from the lips of the “Father of his Country,” the testimony to the
bravery, the honesty, the sincerity, the uprightness, the valor, the

courage and the absolute loyalty of the Catholic soldiers and generals
who helped to establish the United States a free and independent
country. So deeply did the Catholics impress everybody with their
loyalty and patriotism, that all the colonies, which before the Revolution had oppressive laws against Catholics on their statute books,—

and the only two which did not were Pennsylvania and Maryland,—
_now subscribed to the Constitution of the United States,

which

granted absolute religious freedom to all
After the war, the Catholic Daniel Carroll, a cousin of Charles,

gave the ground upon which the Capitol now stands; Major Charles
L’Enfant, a French Catholic, laid out the city of Washington and its
first mayor, who was annually reappointed for ten years by Presidents Madison and Jefferson, was the Catholic Robert Brent, a

nephew of Bishop Carroll. The White House was constructed according to the design of the Catholic John Hoban. Horeover, the
ground upon which the White House now stands was once owned

by the Catholic Francis Pope.

The river Tiber formed one of the

boundaries of his property, which he called Rome. So by a strange
disposition of Providence,—a standing joke on our friends, the big-

ots,—the White House is built upon land at one time the property of
the “Pope of Rome” on the Tiber. This gentleman was no dignitary
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of the Church, however, merely the sheriff of Charles County Mary-

land.

Finally, it was the Catholic Bishop Carroll, who by unanimous

consent of the nation, preached the panegyric of Washington in St.

Peter’s Church, Baltimore, February 22, 1800.

Bigotry was so

effectually crushed that it was unable to raise its foul head until sixty

years after the war, when the memory of these Catholic achievements
began to grow dim. Then, and only then was it possible to form the
Native American Party, which spewed out the venom of its poison

_ten years later in the Know-Nothing riots of 1852-53.
Continue your search through the history of our Nation, down to

the awful war which devastated the North and South (1861-65). Oh,
what glorious names you meet there! Phil Sheridan, the Hero of
Winchester, called by Grant “one of the ablest generals of the war’;
General Rosecrans of Ohio, considered by many military experts the
best general of the Civil War; Thomas Meagher with his brave and
dashing Irish Brigade, who charged up the hill at Fredericksburg in

face of almost certain death; Father. William Coby, who gave general absolution to the Irish Brigade on the field of Gettysburg; James
Mulligan, who falling mortally wounded on the battlefield of Win-

chester, cried out to his Catholic soldiers, “Drop me and save the
flag”; James Shields who stepped down from judicial seat and senatorial chair to become brigadier-general of volunteers; George McClellan, who laid down the plans which Grant followed to victory
;

Michael Corcoran, George Mead and Charles Ewing,—all Catholics.
‘There was the gallant 69th Regiment of New York, the 28th of Massachusetts, the 90th of Illinois, recruited by Father Dunne, a Catholic priest, and a number of others composed entirely of Catholics. Go

to the Catholic military cemeteries of our country and read the names
of the fallen thousands, yea, hundreds of thousands of Catholic patriots who died for the Union, whose very ashes give the lie to those

who would accuse the Catholic Church of being a menace to our country.

Ye battlefields of this land of freedom, stained with the blood

of thousands of Catholic soldiers and patriots, attest it, that these
men fought better because of their Catholic faith, and because of the

Catholic principles instilled into their hearts by the ever loyal and
immortal Church. The Church an enemy of civil liberty! The Church
a menace to our glorious institutions!

Catholics, traitors!

Eternal

shame on the mén whose lying lips give utterance to such calumnies.
True it is that there were Catholics on both sides during the

Civil War. But were there not men of all religions and of no religion
on the side of the South as well? Those men below the Maosn and
Dixon line saw things in their own light; they fought for what they
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considered right, and a gallant fight they made.

On Memorial Days,

do we not love to bring the Blue and the Gray together? And who
will deny his admiration of those old veterans of the lost Confederacy, who once in the prime of their youth, sacrificed all to their state
and their conscience, whose hopes and failures are so beautifully and
pathetically set forth by Father Ryan, the poet-priest of the South, in

“The Conquered Banner.”
What untold good, known only to God did those unnumbered
Catholic nuns perform amidst the horrors of battlefield and military
hospital! Meek and lowly, these Angels of Mercy moved among the
wounded and dying, soothing the pain and alleviating the distress of

Union and Confederate soldiers alike.

No wounds were too terrible

* for them to dress, no insults too grievous to bear, no partisan feeling
rankled in their breast. They tended to all alike for Christ’s sake;

in each mangled form they saw only a brother of the Christ Who died
to save all. Patient and humble, they imitated that Christ Who went
about always doing good. Countless are the testimonials of Catholics and non-Catholics to the work of these Catholic Sisters, but one
will suffice, and that from a non-Catholic, Jack Crawford, the famous

American scout and soldier, well-known in American military annals.
This is his tribute to them,—the expression of his own experience:
“On all God’s green and beautiful earth there are no purer, no
nobler, no more kind-hearted and self-sacrificing women than those
who wear the sombre garb of Catholic Sisters. During the war I
had many opportunities of observing their noble and heroic work,
not only in the camps and in the hospitals, but right on the deathswept field of battle, right in the firing front of dreadful war * * *.
I have seen the black-robed Sisters moving over the field; their solicitous faces wet with tears of human sympathy, ministering to the
wants of the wounded and whispering words of comfort into ears

soon to be deafened by the cold, implacable hand of Death; now
kneeling on the blood-bespattered sod, to moisten with water the
bloodless lips, on which the icy kiss of the death-angel has left its
pale imprint; now breathing words of hope, or of immortality beyond the grave, into the ear of some mangled hero, whose last shot

in our glorious cause had been fired but the moment before; now
again, holding the crucifix to receive the last kiss from somebody’s

trembling boy, from whom the life-blood was ebbing, and who had
offered his life as a willing sacrifice on the altar of his country; now
with tender touch and tear-dimmed eye binding gaping wounds, from

which most women would shrink in horror; now scraping together
a pillow of forest leaves, upon which some pain-wracked head might
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rest until the spirit takes its flight to other realms; brave, fearless
of danger, trusting implicitly in the Master, whose overshadowing
eye was noting their every movement, standing as shielding heavenly
angels between the dying soldier and the horrors of death,—their
only recompense, the sweet-souled, soothing consciousness that they
were doing their duty; their only hope of reward, that peace and
eternal happiness which awaited them beyond the starry battlements
above.
“QO friends, friends, theirs is a noble work! How many a veteran
of the war, who wore the blue or the gray, can yet recall the soothing touch of a Sister’s hand, as he lay upon the pain-tossed couch of

a hospital? Can we ever forget their sympathetic eyes, their low,
soft-spoken words of encouragement and cheer, when the result of
the struggle between life and death yet hung in balance? Oh, how
often, how often have I followed the form of good Sister Valentia

with my sunken eyes, as she moved away from my cot to the cot of
another sufferer, and I breathed from the most sacred depths of my
faintly beating heart the fervent prayer: ‘God bless her! God bless
her!’

“My friends, I am not a Catholic, but I stand ready at any and
at all times to defend those noble women, even with my life, for 1
owe that life to them.”
It was their noble and inspiring example, as much as, if not more

than the heroism and patriotism of their Catholic brothers in the
Faith, that caused the conversion of forty-four Generals of the Civil
War, and which dealt bigotry such a staggering blow, that not until
thirty years later (1894) did it dare to reopen its villainous campaign

upon the fair name of Catholic,—this time through an organization
libelously called the American Protective Association, better known
as the glorious A. P. A.’s, worthy ancestors of the present day,

Guardians of Liberty, invincible in peace, invisible in war.
Note well, however, before leaving this period of American his-

tory, that no great men are bigots.

Before the Civil War, the one

man who was most bitterly hated by the Know-Nothings, Archbishop
Hughes of New York, not only enjoyed the full confidence of honest,
old Abraham Lincoln, and his secretary, William Seward, but was
sent to Europe on an extraordinary diplomatic mission to explain the

state of affairs in America to the governments of France, Spain and
the Holy See. Thus we see two great Archbishops of the Catholic
Church, in the two most critical periods of American history, rendering inestimable service to their country.
The foul mouth of bigotry was closed once more by the Spanish-
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American War (1898) when the nation beheld Catholic soldiers and
officers fighting for the Stars and the Stripes against a Catholic coun-

try.

Before our last trouble with Mexico, one-third of the regular

army and nearly forty per cent of the navy were Catholic. When
hostilities broke out at Vera Cruz, the first blood shed in defense cof
the United States was Catholic blood, the blood of Private Haggerty,
the product of a Boston parochial school. Catholic societies were

among the first to offer their services in the defense of the Government. The valiant 69th of New York was the first regiment to be
mustered in at President Wilson’s call. Many regiments were almost
entirely Catholic, and it has been estimated that forty-two per cent

of the army along the Mexican border was Catholic. Many of the
most highly respected and trusted officers in the army and navy are
Catholics. Admiral William Benson, Chief of Naval Operations and
ranking Admiral of the U. S. Navy, is a fervent, practical Catholic.

He was a daily communicant while instructor at the U. S. Naval
Academy, and though now, distance from the church prevents his
daily reception of the Holy Eucharist, he still goes to the altar once
a week. The chief pleasure he derives from having reached his pres-

ent position, he says, is the thought that it reflects credit on the Faith.
There is aman!

eulogy.

All Washington speaks of him in terms of utmost

Who will dare call him a traitor?

Look at Chief Justice

White, on the bench of the Supreme Court of the United States.
When President Wilson read his solemn declaration of war in the
House of Representatives, Chief Justice White was among the first to
stand up and applaud, stamping the seal of justice upon the decision

of our Chief Executive. No one would even think of attaching the
suspicion of treason to his name, and yet he is a most devout Catholic.
This present war will certainly redound to the honor and glory
of the Catholic Church in the United States. The first American soldier to give his life for this country’s defense was the Catholic John
McNamara, a private in the First Regiment of the Pennsylvania Na-

tional Guard, shot from ambush while guarding the Lebanon Valley
Bridge.

Early reports from the volunteer stations indicate that Cath-

olics will even increase their already strong proportional representation among the American soldiers and sailors. Catholics have always
been and always will be among the first to serve their country in

times of danger.

And the reason is: because the Catholic Church

teaches her children that in our country’s need, it is not only a noble
thing but it is a sacred duty to lay down one’s life for the safety of

the commonwealth. The call to arms is but the voice of God sounding through His agents. A Catholic cannot be true to his Maker and
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false to his Country. Hence, far from it being impossible to be a
good Catholic and a good citizen at the same time, the testimony of
history forces us to exclaim: “the better the Catholic, the better the
citizen in every respect.”
O my friends, the Catholic Church is no alien in this country!
Look to her history. You have only heard its briefest outlines. Her
story forms one of the most brilliant, most heroic and most touching

chapters in the history of the New World. We should know her history and use it manfully in her defense; we should love it and emulate the glorious deeds of our Catholic forefathers. Their heroic

patriotism wrung words of admiration from the lips of their most
bitter enemies; their noble example commanded honor and respect
for the religion they professed. May our lives and actions ever be a
refutation to the slanderers of our Faith; may they ever be a living

testimony to the loyalty and patriotism of the Catholic Church!
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Centenary

Max. Von Macu
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»

HERBERT ABEL

The year 1917 marks the Centenary of the Society

of the

of Mary.

Society of Mary

memorate the Centenary, should recall the name of

The three celebrations, planned to com-

Father Chaminade, the foundations of the Society
of Mary, and the devoted labors of the members of the Society of
Mary through one hundred years.
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Catholics today believe in Catholic education of their children.

They contribute towards the erection of parochial schools and then,
in most cases, pay to send their children to the schools which their
money built. This they do with generosity and the best of good will.
But what of the Catholic teachers, who are one of the essential

components of Catholic education.

Do Catholics pay the Brothers

and Sisters?
True, a small sum, too modest to mention, for fear it would

provoke a smile, is paid by the parish to the religious order engaged
in teaching the parish schools. From this money the teaching faculty must be fed and clothed, and if, perchance, anything be left over,
the small amount must go towards building and upkeeping postulates,
novitiates, scholasticates and normal schools of the order or society.

If these facts were borne in mind, generous Catholics would be
prompted to ask the members of religious orders the needs of the
order, and to contribute to the building and upkeep of the foundational works of the order.

Moreover, if a greater interest were taken in the religious orders,
which are so essential to the cause of Catholic education, Catholics
as a body, whether of the clergy or laity, would labor incessantly to
cultivate, encourage and give generously to the religious orders those

of their children who show signs of a calling to a religious life.

Pa-

rents, pastors, guardians, sodalists,—all can do much to help propa-

gate the faith.
“The harvest, indeed, is great, but the laborers are few. Pray
ye, therefore, that the Lord of the harvest send laborers into His
vineyard.”
What Can
You Do?

Would it not be most appropriate if you would
do something to mark the Centenary of the Society of Mary, either personally, or by interesting

someone in the Society of Mary.
.
St. Mary College, one of the largest foundations of the Society
of Mary, is being blessed this Centenary year by the largest enroll-

ment in the history of the College. The growth of the College emphasizes today the imperative need of an Auditorium, a Dormitory
Building, a Gymnasium and Natatorium.
What can you do to give St. Mary College one of these build-

ings? Can you start a Fund? Can you use your influence and interest someone whom God has blessed with wealth?

Let us hear from

you this year of the Centenary of the Society of Mary.
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Attention,
Alumni !

The Centenary Celebration of the Foundation of
the Society of Mary, to which Alumni and Friends
of the College will be given a special invitation, will
take place December 11. “College Day,” as that day will be called,

should bring together a large body of Alumni and Friends.
His Eminence, James Cardinal Gibbons, will officiate at the Pontifical Mass. Right Reverend Joseph Schrembs, D.D., Bishop of To-

ledo, will deliver the sermon. of the day.

In the evening addresses

will be made by a prominent clergyman of the Middle West and an
orator of national reputation. Complete plans will be announced in

the November Number of The Exponent.
WITH THE U. S. ARMY AND NAVY

Rev. William
O’Connor, ’09

Rey. William O’Connor volunteered as Chaplain
in the

United States Army and was accepted.

Our Alumni who are intimately acquainted with
Father O’Connor, are much pleased to hear the glad news. They are
confident that Father O’Connor’s genial personality will win him
many friends in the Army, and win many souls to God in the performance of his duties as Chaplain.
Rev. Bernard F.

Rev. Bernard F. Kuhlman, D.D., a member of the

Kuhlman, D.D.

Alumni Association of St. Mary College, is Chaplain at the Wilbur Wright Aviation Field in addi-

tion to his duties as Chaplain at the National Military Home.
The choice is certainly a most happy one.

Dr. Kuhlmanis popu-

lar with the student-body. His annual donation of twenty-five ($25)
dollars in gold for the best original essay on American History has
done much to stimulate patriotism and the study of American History.

William J.
Skelton, ’06

William J. Skelton called at Alma Mater recently arrayed in his “regimentals” as Ensign. He was look-

ing the picture of health glad to be home to say farewell before leaving for “Somewhere on the Atlantic.” Next month we

shall carry a better story of Ensign W. J. Skelton.
ing Herald carried the following:

The Dayton Even-
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“Ensign W. J. Skelton, who has been spending seevral days with
his mother, Mrs. George Skelton, in the Seminole Apartments, has left
to join the fleet.
“Mr. Skelton enlisted in the navy last springas seaman, second class,
and was assigned to the mosquito fleet. Following a month’s service he
was commissioned ensign and selected for the First Officers’ Reserve
Class at Annapolis. After ten weeks of intensive training Mr. Skelton
has been enjoying a short leave of absence in Dayton before entering
active service somewhere on the Atlantic.
“While here he spent some time at Wilbur Wright field and enjoyed several flights with Lieutenant Lindsay. He was one of 17 out

of 2,000 given commissions. In 1906 he graduated at St. Mary College.”
Frank

Frank Mahoney, who was student-coach for basket-

Mahoney, ’17

ball the past two seasens and assistant football
coach, joined the Officers’ Reserve Corps and is
now First Lieutenant in the Regular Army. He called at Alma Mater

and looked fine in his “regimentals.”

He ascribes a great part of

his success in landing a First Lieutenancy to Military Training he
received at St. Mary’s. We heard as we go to press that Frank has

been appointed to a Captaincy.

;

Bernard
Whelan, ’08

Bernard Whelan, ’08, is instructor in the art of fiying at the Wilbur Wright Aviation Field. Bernard
was always a great lover of sports, especially
“track,” having captured the Dayton Daily News trophy three consecutive years.
It was no surprise to us to hear that Bernard had taken to “track”
speed in the sky, for we were acquainted with the fact that he had
learned the art of flying some years ago, and had devoted part of
his time to exhibition flying at summer resorts along the Lakes and

the Atlantic Coast.
John
Ovington, 717

John Ovington, Freshman Engineer, joined the
Second Battery at the Officers’ Training Camp at
Fort Benjamin Harrison.

He was one of five out

of twenty who were accepted at Steubenville, Ohio, for the Second
Officers’ Training Camp.
The Sophomore Engineers miss John and his old pal, Bill Under-

wood.

They hope to hear from them both.
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John

“Janus” is Lieutenant in Battery D Artillery, Mont-

Klein, ’16

gomery, Ala.

He saw service at the border in our

last Mexican trouble, so is far from being a “piker.”
He cuts some figure as he towers over his fellows.
Arthur

“Art” is Sergeant in the Officers’ Medical Corps at

Zimmerman, ’16 Fort Benjamin Harrison. For some time after his
return from the “border” he was stationed in Dayton.

Leon

Leon Deger, D.D.S.,is First Lieutenant, with head-

Deger, ’09

quarters at Chillicothe, Ohio. At present he is ill
with typhoid in a Columbus hospital. He is do-

ing nicely.
Ralph

Ralph is with Co. G, 325th Infantry, Camp Gordon,

Wirshing, °16

Atlanta,

Ga.

had been with the Southern

Chemical Laboratory, Chattanooga, Tenn., but has
cast his lot with Uncle Sam in this world-war.

William

William Underwood, Freshman Engineer, together

Underwood, ’17_

with John Ovington, are missing from the ranks of

the Sophs this year. William volunteered; and is
now Sergeant in the ranks of Uncle Sam. We do not know where
- William is located as we go to press.
Basil
Stephens, °17

Basil Stephens, one of our “youngsters” of the Elementary Department, joined the Navy. We imagine Basil cuts some figure in his “Blues.” We hope

that in spite of his age he will advance himself in the Navy, prove a
good fighter for Uncle Sam and let Alma Mater hear big things of

him.
Justin
Kramer, 712

The first fatality among the “Old Boys” who enlisted in the defense of their country, was that of

Justin Kramer. The following story was carried in
the Dayton Journal, Tuesday, September 18:
SERGEANT KRAMER BURIED WITH ALL

MILITARY HONORS
Squad Fires Parting Salute Over Grave of Young Aviator

“Sergeant Justin J. Kramer, young American aviator, and former
Dayton boy, killed in an accident at Fort Deseronto, Canada, Thurs-
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day, was btried in Calvary cemetery, following services at the home
of his sister, Mrs. George A. Krug, 316 Grafton Avenue, and at the

Sacred Heart Church, yesterday, with full military honors.
“The body was borne to the church from the residence on a cassion, draped with a large American flag, and accompanied by eight
men from the 19th aero squadron from the aviation field. A firing
squadron of eight men of the 19th received the aviator’s body at the

church.

The Rey.-Father Charles Hickey conducted the mass.

“At the grave a salute of three guns was fired by the representa-

tives of the squadron from the local flying school.
“Sergeant Kramer was fatally injured at Fort Deseronto, Thursday following a collision with a machine when he was attempting to
land at a hangar after a flight.

His body was brought to Dayton,

Saturday, accompanied by immediate relatives from Detroit, and by
his sister, Mrs. Krug, who had left for that city upon receiving word
of the death of her brother.”

The former classmates of }
- Kramer, headed by Paul Swift,
arranged to have masses read for the repose of the soul of our deceased Old Boy, as soon as they learned of his death.

The President and Faculty extend their deepest sympathy to
Justin’s sister, Mrs. George A. Krug, and immediate relatives.

Harry F.
Finke, ’02

NUGGETS
‘Harry F. Finke lost his wife by death in early September. She failed to rally from a severe attack of

typhoid.
The President, Alumni and Faculty extend their heartfelt sympathy to our loyal alumnus, Harry, and to the immediate relatives.

Bernard

“Ben” has been quite ill for the past few weeks at

M. Focks, ’02

St. Elizabeth’s Hospital. His case puzzled the doctors for some time. At present the physicians be-

lieve he will be his former self after some months.

He is slowly

gaining strength since he was operated a week ago.
“Ben” probably overworked as Prosecuting Attorney. We hope
that he will quickly get around. and give his friends the old happy

smiles of the davs of his “prime.”
Rev. Henry

Rev. Henry J. Klein was ordained to the priest-

4. lein; 213

hood September 28, at St. Mary’s Seminary Chapel,

Baltimore, Md. He will read his First Solemn Mass
October 7, at St. Joseph’s Church, Pittsburgh, Pa.

The President and Faculty offer our young priest their congratulations on the occasion of his ordination to the priesthood.
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College Notes
HERBERT ABEL

The outlook for the scholastic year of 1917-18 is most
New Year
promising. The Centenary Year of the Society of Mary
will prove to be “the biggest and best ever”—in the history of St. Mary College.
On Sept. 21 the enrollment was 225 boarding students and 314 day students,—a total of 539 registered and present at the College. The number has
never been excelled in former years. It is so early that we are confident that
the College will be crowded to its utmost capacity before the end of October.
Registration Day was on September 5; the opening of the High School,
Business and Elementary Departments, on September 6, the College of Arts
and Letters on September,11, and the College of Engineering on September 18.
Mass of the
Holy Ghost

The new scholastic year was formally opened on Wednesday, September 19. The blessing of God was invoked at

the celebration of Mass of the Holy Ghost, at which the
entire student-body attended. The celebrant, Rev. Bernard P. O’Reilly, S. M.,

President of the College, delivered a most.appropriate sermon on the duties of
young men to their God and their Country.
Lyceum
Lecture Course

The Rubicon: Club of South Park will co-operate with the
College to make the Lyceum Lecture Course a success.
The talent booked is doubtless the best ever booked under
the auspices of the College. Following is the course:
Monday, October 22, 1917—Hawaiian Quintet. Royal Hawaiian Singers
and Players.
Tuesday, November 27, 1917—Tyroleans. Alpine Singers and Yodelers.
Thursday, December 6, 1917—Noah Beilharz. Miscellaneous program of
Impersonations.

Monday, January 7, 1918—Edwin Whitney. Impersonator in “The Message from Mars.”
Friday, January 18, 1918—Imperial Russian Quartet. Instrumental and
Vocal Program.
Thursday, January 31, 1918—Poluhni and Company. Mystic Illusion and
Modern Magic.
President Receives

The following letter details an honor conferred on the

Appointment

President of the College, Rev. Bernard P. O’Reilly, S. M.:
STATE OF OHIO
Executive Department
Columbus
‘

“August 14, 1917.

“Rev. Father Bernard P. O’Reilly, St. Mary College, Dayton, Ohio.
“My dear Father O’Reilly: I am pleased to inform you that I have appointed you a member of the Committee on Health, Hospitals and Nursing
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The suggested program

for consideration of this committee is attached herewith, together with a list

of the members of the committee. I regard membership on this committee
as an excellent opportunity to render effective service to the State.
“A meeting of the committee has been called Friday, August 17th, at
11 o’clock, at the office of the Council in the State House.

Please inform me

oi your acceptance of this appointment.
“Very truly yours,

“(Signed) JAMES M. COX.”
The Committee on Health, Hospitals and Nursing of the Ohio Branch
Council of National Defense, is composed of the following eight members:
Chairman, Dr. R. H. Bishop, Jr., Health Commissioner of the City of Cleveland; Mr. Fred H. Bunn, Superintendent Youngstown City Hospital Association; Miss Mary M. Roberts, Superintendent Holmes Private Hospital,
Cincinnati; member of Nurses’ Examining Committee, State Medical Board.
Mr. Robert G. Paterson, 141 E. State Street, Columbus, Executive Secretary

Ohio Society for the Prevention of Tuberculosis; Dr. C. D. Selby, Spitzer
Building, Toledo, Member Medical Section, State Committee of National
Defense; Secretary Ohio State Medical Association; Dr. George D. Lummis,
Chairman Public Health Council, State Department of Health;»Rev. Bernard

P. O'Reilly, St. Mary College, Dayton, Ohio; Secretary, Howell Wright,
Anisfield Building, Cleveland, Executive Secretary Cleveland Hospital Council.

Athletic Notes
Cy

J. Dean McFarianpd
VARSITY NOTES

Athletic
Association

.

At a general meeting of the Athletic Association held
last June, the following officers ‘were selected by the
student-body for the year 1917-18: J. Dean McFarland,

18, President; Paul Ohmer, °19, Vice President; Howard Hetzel, ’20, Secre-

tary; Ludwig Virant, 18, Business Manager.
unanimous choice of the assembly.
Football

These students were all the

Although many colleges throughout the country are drop-

ping their athletic events, due to war uncertainties, St.
Mary’s is endeavoring to carry out President Wilson’s request that competitive athletic events be continued as though we were at peace. The students
of the College seem to appreciate the maintenance of events, for some forty
huskies turned out to Manager McFarland’s first call for volunteers. A few
of the veterans were lost by graduation, or responded to the call of Uncle

Sam, as Windbiel, the all-round athlete of 1916-17 and captain of last year’s
team; Punch Busch, Shouvlin, Murphy, Ovington and Underwood.

However,

the register shows the names of eight of the "16 team—Virant, Sommers,
Hetzel, Sherry, Mendez, Dolan, Heider and Genard. These veterans, together
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with the pick of such athletes as Hart, Kochis, the Weber triplets, Hochwali,
Casey, Dwyer, Toomey, McDonald, Blanchett, Molloy, Flannigan, Pecord,
Sullivan, Baczenas, Berghoff, Ovington, Ronan, Hess, Donnelly, Donaghey,
Kehoe, Weiler, McFadden, Abels, Nordorff, Sackstetter, Kauflin, Orcascitas,
Curtis and Wolf, will form the nucleus of a team of which, no doubt, St.

Mary’s will be proud.
Coach

The coach this year is none other than the mentor of thfamous °13 team, Louis “Foos” Clarke.
We all know

“Foos’” ability as a player and coach, and all we can say is, “We’re with you
Foos.” Clarke had his first workout with the boys September 19, and promises to have them in fine shape for the opener early in October.

The schedule

has not as yet been completed owing to cancellations of several colleges, but
as present is:

October 13—St: Xavier at Cincinnati.
October 20—Defiance at Dayton.
October 26—Wilmington at Wilmington.
November 10—Wilmington at Dayton.
November 23—Ohio Northern at Lima.
Military
Training

Drilling as “Sammies” is not to be abandoned, but continued on a much larger scale than heretofore.
Captain

J. O. Donovan has again been secured and under his leadership, St. Mary’s can rightfully expect to win a name in military work. Drill
is to be held three times each week for an hour and a half in full uniform.
The President of the College has interviewed the Hon. Warren Gard, M. C.,

as to the advisability of purchasing guns, and very soon will submit his reply
to the students.
.
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Home—4142

Bell—E 2075

EAT

Laurel Butter Crackers
BEST ON EARTH
Manufactured only by

THE DAYTON BISCUIT COMPANY
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS

For dress We suggest
that “nifty” English shoe,
made with a moderate toe.

Not built on EXTREMES
but built to FIT the foot.

FERNEDING SHOE STORE
42

eee Third Street

25 Perrine St.
DAYTON, OHIO
Bell Phone 3893

Interior Pcune tare
Students—
If in need of anything in

DRUGS
Camera Supplies, Cigars
Cigarettes and Candy
Give us a call

SOUTH END PHARMACY
Cor. Brown St. and Woodland Ave.

